Burial of Jesus, Discovery of Empty Tomb, and Resurrection Appearance Stories
in Matthew and Mark, Compared
Mark 15:42 When evening had come, and since
Matt. 27:57 When it was evening, there came a

rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
was also a disciple of Jesus.
58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of

Jesus;

then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a
great stone to the door of the tomb and went
away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a
respected member of the council, who was also
himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. 44 Then Pilate wondered if he
were already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether he had been
dead for some time. 45 When he learned from
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the
body to Joseph. 46 Then Joseph bought a linen
cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in
the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had
been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb.
47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
Joses saw where the body was laid.

Matt. 27:62

The next day, that is, after the day
of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said,
“Sir, we remember what that impostor said
while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will
rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the tomb
to be made secure until the third day;
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him
away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised
from the dead,’ and the last deception would
be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to
them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make
it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went with
the guard and made the tomb secure by
sealing the stone.
Matt. 28:1 After the sabbath, as the first day of

the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to see the tomb.

Mark 16:1 When the sabbath was over, Mary

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go
and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they
went to the tomb.

2 And

suddenly there was a great earthquake;
for an angel of the Lord, descending from
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat
on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning,
and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of
him the guards shook and became like dead
men.

3 They had been saying to one another, “Who

5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him.’ This is my message for
you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9
Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold
of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me.”
Matt. 28:11

While they were going, some of
the guard went into the city and told the chief
priests everything that had happened. 12
After the priests had assembled with the
elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum
of money to the soldiers, 13 telling them,
“You must say, ‘His disciples came by night
and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14
If this comes to the governor’s ears, we will
satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15
So they took the money and did as they were
directed. And this story is still told among the
Jews to this day.
Matt. 28:16

Now the eleven disciples went to
Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. 17 When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.”

will roll away the stone for us from the
entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up,
they saw that the stone, which was very large,
had already been rolled back. 5 As they
entered the tomb, they saw a young man,
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right
side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to
them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the
place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told
you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid.

[And all that had been commanded them they
told briefly to those around Peter. And
afterward Jesus himself sent out through
them, from east to west, the sacred and
imperishable proclamation of eternal
salvation.]
Mark 16:9

[Now after he rose early on the first
day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven
demons. 10 She went out and told those who
had been with him, while they were mourning
and weeping. 11 But when they heard that he
was alive and had been seen by her, they
would not believe it. 12 After this he
appeared in another form to two of them, as
they were walking into the country. 13 And
they went back and told the rest, but they did
not believe them. 14 Later he appeared to the
eleven themselves as they were sitting at the
table; and he upbraided them for their lack of
faith and stubbornness, because they had not
believed those who saw him after he had
risen. 15 And he said to them, “Go into all the
world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation. 16 The one who believes and
is baptized will be saved; but the one who
does not believe will be condemned. 17 And
these signs will accompany those who believe:
by using my name they will cast out demons;
they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will
pick up snakes in their hands, and if they
drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them;
they will lay their hands on the sick, and they
will recover.”
Mark 16:19

So then the Lord Jesus, after he
had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven
and sat down at the right hand of God. 20
And they went out and proclaimed the good
news everywhere, while the Lord worked with
them and confirmed the message by the signs
that accompanied it.]

